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“The library is 
an arena of 
possibility, 

opening both a 
window into 

the soul and a 

door onto the 

world.” 


- Rita Frances Dove | 


WELCOME TO 
CENTRAL LIBRARY! 


We're so glad you're here. 


Let’s take a walk down memory lane before we 
dive into the highlights you can see at Central 
Library. 


Spokane Public Library moved to this space in 
1963 when the city needed a larger library and 
repurposed an old building constructed by 
Sears, Roebuck, and Company. 


In the late 1980s, the Library outgrew the 
aging building. Voters approved a decision to 
demolish the Comstock Building and fund 
construction of a new library on the same site. 
In 1994, the new library at 906 W. Main 
opened. 


Then, 24 years later in 2018, voters approved a 
capital bond that funded an interior renovation 
to transform the space into the 21st century 
library and regional destination that you see 
today. 


We hope you enjoy this new space specifically 
created with you in mind. 


FIND YOUR WAY 


INLAND NORTHWEST SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


nx”yx“yetk” HALL 
KYRS RADIO 
CONFERENCE ROOM B & LOUNGE 


MEDIA STUDIOS | PRODUCTION, VIDEO, & RECORDING 


INFO DESK | CHECKOUT | RETURNS 
STUDY ROOMS A, B, C, D, E 

RIVER RUMPUS PLAYSPACE 

FAMILY ROOM 

ADULT | CHILDREN | TEEN ZONE 
BOOKS, MAGAZINES, & NEWSPAPERS 
DVDs & CDs 

SOCIAL STAIR 
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INFO DESK | CHECKOUT | RETURNS 
BUSINESS LAB | COMPUTER LAB 
PRINTING | FAXING | COPYING | SCANNING 
EVENTSA&B 

CONFERENCE ROOM A 

STUDIO 

ART GALLERY 

NEW LEAF CAFE 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOKSTORE 
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PARKING access via Elevator A 
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Along with one of the best business 
reference collections of any public library 
in the nation, the Business Lab is equipped 
with private meeting rooms, printers, 
scanners, desk space, a call booth, and 
more! You also have access to book a 


one-on-one meeting with our Business 
Librarian. 


Library patrons must receive special 
permission to access the Business Lab. 
Learn more under the "Get Help With” tab 
on our website at spokanelibrary.org. 


FLOOR 1 


Hop on any of our 66 library computers for 
90 minutes a day to check your email, post 
on social media, work on a résumé or 
school assignment, and more. If you would 
like to reserve a computer ahead of time, 
please schedule a session online. You will 
need your library card number and PIN. 


Library cardholders also receive 50 free 
convenience prints per month. Print from 
the library or from home using our printer 
service. 


FLOOR1 


Reserve Events A, Events B, or both 
combined if you are hosting conferences, 
trainings, or other large-scale events. 


Events spaces are equipped with 
technology, seating, and podiums. 


Reserve Events A and B on our website at 
spokanelibrary.org. 


FLOOR 1 


IN 


Enjoy a hot cup of coffee and a delicious 
snack while contributing to a good cause! 
New Leaf Café provides job training in the 
food services industry for women with 
barriers to traditional employment. 


New Leaf Café is a program of Transitions 
—an organization that works to end 
poverty and homelessness for women and 
children in Spokane. For more information, 
visit newleafkitchenandcafe.org 


FLOOR 1 


Friends of the Spokane Public Library is an 
all-volunteer group dedicated to providing 
funding to the Library. 


When you purchase books from the 
Friends Bookstore, you directly help 
programs like Summer Reading, Spokane Is 
Reading, special equipment purchases, and 
much more. 


Learn more and become a Friend on our 
website at spokanelibrary.org under the 
"About" tab! 


FLOOR 1 


Reserve a quiet study or meeting room for 
reading, studying, test practice, and more. 


Gather with your peers and coworkers to 
take advantage of our study spaces and 
meeting rooms to learn and grow in your 
studies and interests. 


Reserve a room on our website at 
bookings.spokanelibrary.org/reserve. 


ALL FLOORS 


Take a dive under the Spokane River at 
River Rumpus Children's Playspace, 
featuring a slide, a submarine inspired by a 
Riverfront Park gondola, and a special 
toddler playspace in the belly of a fish! 


Then head over to browse our diverse 
collection of children’s books with your 
kiddos. 


Reserve books in our catalog on our 
website at spokanelibrary.org. 


FLOOR 2 


Want a comfortable place to study with 
your friends? Need homework help? Want 
to meet up online and play Minecraft? No 
matter what you’re in to, Central Library is 
the place for you. 


We’ve got all the traditional library stuff 
too—books, online resources, and access to 
take you wherever you want to go. 


Explore far off places, learn a new 
language, or become a master gardener! 
Our Central Library collection is located on 
the second floor along with comfortable 
reading nooks for you to kick back and 
read your favorite books. 


Not sure where to find something? Ask one 
of our Info Guides! They will gladly assist 
you. 
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Hang out with friends or attend a public 
lecture in this unique space! A projector 
screen and speakers are available. In 
addition, outlets line every other stair so it's 
easy for you to plug in and stay connected 
wherever you are. 


Contact us to reserve the Social Stair fora 
special event. 


FLOOR 2 
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At the center of Central Library, a 
commissioned public art piece by John 
Rogers connects each floor and nods to 
the view admired outside the north-facing 
windows—the Spokane River. 


This breathtaking piece is called "Shimmer" 
for the way it reflects natural light and 
embodies the water from the falls 
cascading in sunlight. 


Learn more about the art on display on our 
website at spokanelibrary.org. 


ALL FLOORS 


The Spokane Tribe of Indians honored the 
Library with a Salish name for the third- 
floor hall: nx~yx”yetk” Hall (pronounced: 
inn-whi-whi-ettk), meaning “Life in the 
Water.” 


Rock out, attend Lilac City Live, host a 
public lecture, and more. nx”yx“”yetk” Hall 
is equipped with a wheelchair accessible 
stage, 300 chairs, a concession stand, and 
a view of the Spokane River. 


Learn more about this unique space on our 
website at spokanelibrary.org. FLOOR 3 


Film and edit your next Oscar-worthy film 
in our state-of-the-art Video Studio with 
help from our Video Education Specialist. 


The Video Studio includes video equipment 
as shown above along with tungsten and 
LED lighting, three mirrorless DSLR 
cameras, a teleprompter, tripods, gimbals, 
a dolly, microphones, and three editing 
bays with Final Cut Pro X and/or Adobe 
Premiere. 


FLOOR 3 
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This epic Recording Studio has three 
service options: 


1.Reserve the studio for self recording. 

2.Cardholders can book up to four hours 
with our Audio Engineer to record and 
engineer some mixes. 

3.Submit an application to record an 
album or EP. Bands or solo artists can 
apply to spend a week recording in the 
studio (4Ohrs) in exchange for time 
donated to Spokane Public Library. 


FEOOR'S 


KYRS-Thin Air Community Radio is a 
volunteer-powered, non-commercial, 
listener-supported, community radio 
station at Central Library serving the area 
with unique programming for unserved and 
underserved populations. 


FLOOR 3 


Inland Northwest Special Collections is 
home to more than 18,000 items including 
reference books, maps, city directories, 
periodicals, government documents, and 
archival materials specific to the history of 
the Inland Northwest. The collection also 
includes nearly 3,000 rare books and 
objects. Throughout the year, local and 
national exhibits will be showcased here. 


Learn more about how to use these a 
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collections under the "Get Help With” tab 
on our website at spokanelibrary.org. 

FLOOR 3 | 
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2 air quality sensors link to the City’s air 
grid providing a comprehensive reading 
2 vintage arcade games located on the 
3rd floor 

4 free electric vehicle charging stations 
located in the parking garage 

10 pieces of art located throughout 
Central 

Almost 3x more meeting space than our 
previous layout 

Energy efficient lighting that adjusts 
based on brightness outside 

Solar panels line the roof to offset 
energy costs and provide education 


LOCATIONS & 


HOURS 


Liberty Park 
402 S. Pittsburg St. 


Free meeting spaces | 
Sasquatch Shack | Quiet 
reading room | Adjacent to 
Liberty Park Aquatic Center 


Shadle Park 
2111 W. Wellesley Ave. 


Free meeting spaces | 
Moose’s Market | Discovery 
Garden | Demonstration 
Kitchen | Drive-thru book 
drop 


The Hive® 
2904 E. Sprague Ave. 


Non-traditional library 
centered around arts 
education and free, public 
event space—no books or 
computers here! 


Hillyard 

4110 N. Cook St. 

Free meeting spaces | Mt. 
Shaw | Seed Library | 
Connected to Shaw Middle 
School 


Central 
906 W. Main Ave. 


Free meeting spaces | River 
Rumpus | Business Lab | 
Computer Lab | New Leaf 
Café | Media Studios | 
Friends Bookstore 


South Hill and Indian Trail Library reopening 
end of 2022/early 2023 


Library Hours: 
Mon-Thurs | 9-7 
Fri-Sat | 10-5 
Sun | 12-4 


Land 


Acknowledgement 


All Spokane Public Library buildings sit on the 
traditional homelands of the four bands of the 
Spokane Tribe of Indians: Sntut?ulix%i, 
Snx“mene?i, Ségescitni, and Séewile? (Upper 
Band, Middle Band, Lower Band, Chewelah 
Band). Since time immemorial, the Spokane 
Tribe of Indians has lived and cared for these 
grounds. Identifying themselves as “sqélix”,” or 
“Flesh of the Earth.” We pay our respects to 
their Elders - past, present, and emerging. We 
show gratitude to the land, river, and peoples 
who have been fishing, hunting, harvesting, 
and gathering here for generations. May we 
learn from one another's stories, so that we 
may nurture the relationship of the People of 
the Spokane Tribe and to all those who share 
this land. 


spokanelibrary.org | 509.444.5300 


